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The Barber
of Seville

ne morning on his way to work, the barber
O Figaro runs into his former master, Count

Almaviva. Almaviva is waiting to catch a
glimpse of lovely Rosina, the woman who has caught
his heart. Rosina is under the care and close watch
of Dr. Bartolo, her grouchy old guardian. The Count
promises Figaro a handsome reward if he will help
Almaviva rescue Rosina from Bartolo.

Almaviva decides to send a love letter to Rosina. Because he does not want Rosina to
love him just for his status as a Count, Almaviva signs the letter as Lindoro, a humble
student. Determined to escape from Bartolo’s clutches, Rosina manages to send
“Lindoro” a letter telling him that she is attracted to him as well. Dr. Bartolo,
meanwhile, plans to marry Rosina for her money. He enlists the help of her
unscrupulous music teacher, Don Basilio, to carry out his plan.

To get the Count into the house to see Rosina, Figaro disguises Almaviva as a cavalry
officer with orders to be housed by Dr. Bartolo. But Bartolo counters with an official
letter showing that he is not required to house soldiers, and the Count has to leave.

The Count returns later the same day, this time disguised as the music teacher “Don
Alonso.” He claims that Don Basilio has fallen ill and sent Alonso as a substitute.
Bartolo is suspicious. To convince Bartolo that Alonso is scheming for him, not
against him, the Count gives Bartolo the love letter that Rosina had sent to “Lindoro”.
He suggests that they concoct a story implicating “Lindoro” as the Count’s spy.
Reassured, Bartolo allows “Don Alonso” to give Rosina her singing lesson.

At first everything goes well. Behind Bartolo’s back, Rosina and “Lindoro” declare
their mutual love. Figaro gets hold of the key to Rosina’s balcony door, so that the
Count may return that night and elope with her. But things begin to go wrong. Don
Basilio turns up, and must be persuaded (with the help of a bribe) that he is sick with
tever and should be home in bed. Then Bartolo sees through the “Don Alonso”
disguise, and the Count and Figaro flee.



Bartolo shows Rosina the letter that “Don Alonso” gave him, as proof that her
“Lindoro” is planning to turn her over to his aristocratic master, the notorious Count
Almaviva. Rosina thinks Almaviva has betrayed her, and she is devastated. Angry and
hurt, she agrees to marry Bartolo, even though she will be miserable with him. She
also tells Bartolo about the escape they had planned for that night, and he goes to
tetch the police.

At midnight, with the help of a ladder and the stolen key, Figaro and the Count enter
the house in secret. When Rosina accuses “Lindoro” of being an agent of the Count
Almaviva, he reveals his true identity, sure now that Rosina loves him for himself and
not his rank or money. The lovers are about to escape when they discover that
someone has taken the ladder away. Just then, Basilio and a notary arrive with a
marriage contract. The Count bribes Basilio to change the contract to read “Count
Almaviva” instead of “Dr. Bartolo,” and the two young people are wed. Upon
returning, Bartolo realizes that he has been outwitted. Making the best of it, he gives
the couple his blessing.
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Figaro un regalo generoso si le ayuda salvar a
Rosina de Bartolo.

Almaviva decide de enviar una carta de amor a Rosina. Desde que no quiere que
Rosina lo quiera solamente para su clase social como un Conde, Almaviva firma la
carta con el nombre de Lindoro, un estudiante humilde. Resuelta a escapar de las
garras de Bartolo, Rosina logra a enviar a “Lindoro” una carta que dice que ella
también esta atraida a él. Entretanto, el médico Bartolo piensa en casarse con Rosina
para su dinero. Contrata la ayuda de Don Basilio, el maestro inescrupuloso de musica
de Rosina, para cumplir su plan.

Para que el Conde entra la casa para ver Rosina, Figaro disfraza a Almaviva de un
oficial de caballeria con ordenes de vivir con el médico Bartolo. Pero Bartolo lo
impugna con una carta oficial que muestra que no es obligado a albergar a los
soldados, y el Conde tiene que salir.

El Conde vuelve mas tarde el mismo dia, esta vez disfrazado del maestro de musica,
“Don Alonso.” Afirma que Don Basilio se puso malo y mandé a Alonso para
sustituirlo. Bartolo estd desconfiado. Para convencer a Bartolo de que Alonso
conspira con €él, no en contra de él, el Conde le da la carta de amor que Rosina habia
enviado a “Lindoro”. Sugiere que inventen un relato que implica a “Lindoro” como



un espia del Conde. Tranquilizado, Bartolo permite que “Don Alonso” ensefie la
musica a Rosina.

Al principio todo pasa bien. Detras del espalda de Bartolo, Rosina y “Lindoro” se
declaran su amor mutuo. Figaro consigue la llave de la puerta del balcon de Rosina
para que el Conde pueda volver esa noche y fugarse con ella. Pero cosas empiezan a
fallar. Don Basilio arriva y debe estar persuadido (con la ayuda de un soborno) que
esta enfermo con una fiebre y debe estar en cama. Luego, Bartolo ve por el disfraz de
“Don Alonso,” y el Conde y Figaro huyen.

Bartolo muestra a Rosina la carta que “Don Alonso” le dio como prueba que su
“Lindoro” quiere darla a su amo aristocratico, el conocido Conde Almaviva. Rosina
piensa que Almaviva la traiciond, y esta asolada. Enojada y dolida, acepta a casarse
con Bartolo, aunque estara abatida con él. También, dice a Bartolo de la fuga que
habian planeado para el noche, y ¢l va por la policia.

A medianoche, con la ayuda de una escalera y la llave robada, Figaro y el Conde
entran la casa en secreto. Cuando Rosina acusa a “Lindoro” de ser un agente de
Conde Almaviva, €l revela su identidad verdadera, cierto ahora que Rosina lo ama
para él mismo y no para su clase social o dinero. Los amantes estan a punto de
escaparse cuando descubren que alguien se llevo la escalera. En ese momento, Basilio
y un notario llegan con un contrato matrimonial. E1 Conde soborna a Basilio para
cambiar el contrato para decir “Conde Almaviva” en vez de “médico Bartolo,” y los
dos jovenes se casan. A volver, Bartolo se da cuenta de que él ha sido burlado.
Sacando la mayor posible, da su aprobacion a la pareja.




