
B O S T O N  LY R I C  O P E R A  2 0 0 8 … 2 0 0 9  S E A S O N

SPELLBOUND
ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN



Tenor GERARD POWERS has lit up opera houses across North America and Europe. 
He brings to the role of Hoffmann strong, sophisticated acting and a voice described 
by The New York Times as rich, virile, warm and ardent.

KEITH LOCKHART is the internationally celebrated conductor of the Boston Pops 
Orchestra. We are so pleased to have Maestro Lockhart return to our podium for 
Les contes d’Hoffmann following his debut in 2004 with Tosca and his return in 2006 
with Madama Butter� y. 

A “coloratura so crisp and crystalline you could see it � oating in midair” describes 
BU alumna and soprano GEORGIA JARMAN, one of opera’s rising stars. She makes 
her BLO debut in the demanding “4 heroines” role (Antonia/Olympia/Giulietta/Stella) 
in Les contes d’Hoffmann.

Soprano MARQUITA LISTER is our haunted and haunting Rusalka. Last seen at BLO 
in her brilliant performance as Salome, this New England Conservatory alumna and 
past Metropolitan Opera Council winner will cast her spell with an exquisite voice and 
irresistible stage presence.

Mezzo-soprano NANCY MAULTSBY brings a voice described as sumptuous, agile 
and liquid to the role of Ježibaba in Rusalka. Her gutsy stage presence and the 
particularly rich quality of her singing make her sought after by opera companies 
and orchestras worldwide.

Baritone CHRISTOPHER SCHALDENBRAND makes his BLO debut in his signature 
role as Don Giovanni. Mr. Schaldenbrand began his career in the Metropolitan Opera’s 
Lindemann Young Artist program. He won the Met’s National Council Auditions and 
since then has appeared extensively in Europe and North America, including over 150 
performances at the Met.



BECOME AN INVESTOR IN OPERA!
Now you should have all the information you need to order a subscription to our wonderful 2008–2009 
season. As you � ll out the order form on the right, please keep in mind that ticket sales cover only 30% 
of the cost of producing opera and we rely upon contributions to make up the difference. Your donation 
makes it possible for us to present the most exciting young artists in opera today and also ensures the 
future of opera in our community. Please consider making a gift when you order tickets. It’s easy to do 
on your order form. THANK YOU.

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
New subscription orders will be taken beginning May 1, 2008. Seating begins in summer 2008 on a � rst-come, 
� rst-served basis. 

SUBSCRIPTION SERIES

 Offenbach’s  Dvo�rák’s Mozart’s
 Les contes d’Hoffmann  Rusalka  Don Giovanni

Friday Opening 7:30pm November 7, 2008 March 20, 2009 April 24, 2009

Sunday 3pm November 9, 2008 March 22, 2009 April 26, 2009

Wednesday 7:30pm November 12, 2008 March 25, 2009 April 29, 2009

Friday Encore 7:30pm November 14, 2008 March 27, 2009 May 1, 2009

Sunday Encore 3pm November 16, 2008 March 29, 2009 May 3, 2009

Tuesday 7:30pm November 18, 2008 March 31, 2009 May 5, 2009

Operas are performed at the Shubert Theatre in the Citi Performing Arts Center, 265 Tremont Street, Boston. 
The theater is not completely accessible. There is no elevator access to the mezzanine or balcony. Wheelchair 
seating is available in the orchestra only. Please indicate your needs when ordering tickets.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICES (PRICES REFLECT A 5% DISCOUNT)

Location Fridays Sundays Tuesday & Wednesday

Dress Circle Opening Night* $552  

Dress Circle** $375 $387 $369

A-Orchestra, A-Mezzanine, A-Box $336 $357 $300

B-Orchestra, B-Mezzanine, B-Box $219 $249 $192

C-Mezzanine, C-Balcony $150 $162 $141

D-Balcony $96 $102 $93

  All prices include a $2 Shubert Theatre facility fee.

 *  Dress Circle Opening Night subscriptions include complimentary admission to the post-performance Dress 
Circle Cast Reception.

 **  Seating in the Dress Circle is a bene� t for subscribers making Annual Fund contributions of $750 or more per 
subscription seat in addition to the cost of the subscription. Please note that Dress Circle tickets may not be 
mailed until the annual contribution is made in full. Donations are nonrefundable.
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IT•S EASY TO SUBSCRIBE TO BOSTON LYRIC OPERA•S 2008…2009 SEASON!

1. Mail this form to Boston Lyric Opera, PO Box 845835, Boston, MA 02284-5835, or
2. Fax this form with credit card information to (617)542-4913, or
3. Visit www.blo.org/subscribe.html to order online with a credit card, or
4. If you’re joining the Dress Circle, call Dress Circle Services at (617)542-4912 ext. 251.

For your convenience, please peel off your mailing label from the back cover and afÞ x it here.

Mr.  Mrs.  Dr.  Ms.  

Address  

City      State      Zip  

Day Phone  

Evening Phone  

Email  

Date of Birth  

INDICATE YOUR TOP TWO PREFERRED SEATING LOCATIONS 

Mark (1) for your Þ rst choice and (2) for your second choice

 Dress Circle**   B-Mezzanine

 A-Orchestra   B-Box

 A-Mezzanine   C-Mezzanine

 A-Box  C-Balcony

 B-Orchestra   D-Balcony

INDICATE YOUR TOP TWO PREFERRED SERIES DAYS 

Mark (1) for your Þ rst choice and (2) for your second choice

 Friday Opening   Friday Encore

 Sunday   Sunday Encore

 Wednesday   Tuesday

We apologize that seating requests are not always possible. If you have a special request or require accessible seating, 
please attach a note to this order form.

PLACE YOUR ORDER

 # of subscriptions at $  each (subscription price) =  $ 

Tickets cover only 30% of the cost of producing opera. 
We depend on generous contributors to make up the difference.
Yes, I want to support BLO with a donation. (Suggested contribution $75) =  $ 

                                                                                                                                Total Due =  $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

  Check          Check Number 

  American Express            Discover            MasterCard            Visa

Account Number     Expiration Date 

Signature 

Your check helps BLO save on credit card fees. Please make checks payable to Boston Lyric Opera. Do not send cash. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUBSCRIPTION! 

All ticket sales and contributions are Þ nal. There are no refunds. Payment is processed upon receipt. You will 

receive a con� rmation postcard when your order has been processed. Please allow several weeks for processing. 
Fully paid tickets will be mailed in early September. Only subscribers may exchange tickets, pending availability 
with three business days’ notice. Dates, casting, and repertoire are subject to change.
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OPERA PREVIEWS„FREE!

One hour before each performance, 
join us for a free half-hour “sneak 
peek” at the production.  

TUESDAY NIGHT AT THE 

OPERA„FREE!

Enjoy a lively discussion and mini-
performance of each opera at the 
Rabb Auditorium in Boston Public 
Library, Copley Square.

OPERA INSIGHTS

Delve into this season’s productions 
at a brunch lecture series with 
Richard Beams at Pine Manor 
College in Chestnut Hill.

OPERA 101

This six-week series of engaging 
evening sessions explores various 
aspects of the art form.

OPERA OVERTURES

Join us for cocktails, dinner and a 
preview of the upcoming production 
featuring a live performance and 
lively presentation. Locations vary.

OPENING NIGHT FESTIVITIES

Celebrate the opening night of 
each production. Join us for 
dinner before and a post-opera 
reception with the stars of the 
opera. Locations vary.  

RADIO BROADCASTS ON WGBH

Relive the performance—or 
anticipate the one coming up. Our 
2008–2009 Broadcast Partner, WGBH 
Radio 89.7FM, broadcasts and 
streams online two BLO productions 
during the season. Broadcast dates 
will be posted on www.blo.org.

Each season, BLO introduces 
families, students and educators to 
the amazing multidisciplinary world 
of opera. This seasons’s production 
is Mozart’s The Magic Flute, tailored 
for children: fully staged, sung in 
English and just one squirm-proof 
hour long. 

Family performances will be at John 
Hancock Hall in Boston, Regis College 
in Weston, and several other Metro 
Boston venues in the spring of 2009. 
Visit www.blo.org/Flute for more 
information and tickets.

The Calderwood 
Charitable Foundation 
Principal Production Sponsor

Supported in part by: 

Brochure design by Hecht Design 
Copy by Daisy Scott
Illustrations by Rob Rey
© 2008 Boston Lyric Opera

WGBH Radio 89.7 FM 
2007–2008 Broadcast Partner

GOT KIDS? 
GOT GRANDKIDS?

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR OPERA EXPERIENCE!

For more information on these special programs and events, visit www.blo.org or call (617)542-4912.
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DON GIOVANNI
RUSALKA
LES CONTES D’HOFFMANN

HANG ONTO YOUR SEAT! It’s Boston 
Lyric Opera’s 2008–2009 Season, our 32nd year of fully staged and 
fabulous opera in Boston. We are thrilled to present some rarely 
performed beauties from the repertoire. This season, unforgettable 
characters are so mesmerized by love, desperation or hubris that 
they break through the boundaries of everyday life. That means 
anything can happen.

In Offenbach’s Les contes d’Hoffmann (The Tales of Hoffmann), a 
doll seduces a man. In Dvo�rák’s Rusalka, kissing might as well be 
drowning. In Mozart’s masterpiece Don Giovanni, the soul is as 
palpable and painfully lost as the heart. And that’s just the beginning.

These are stories made for opera, with new, visually rich productions 
and music that casts a heady spell. Don’t swoon, though. Once again, 
we’ll showcase new and exciting young singers in featured BLO 
debuts. You won’t want to miss a moment. 

And in our intimate, sparkling home, the Shubert Theatre, you won’t. 
BLO uses surtitles, English translations of the opera, projected on 
both sides of the stage. We may be on the threshold of the fantastic 
this season, but you’ll know exactly what’s happening.  

Don’t miss your chance to be spellbound by three wonderfully varied 
and imaginative evenings.

Order your season tickets now!





LES CONTES D’HOFFMANN

NOVEMBER 7, 9, 12, 14, 16, 18, 2008

In a haze of pipe tobacco and beer, Hoffmann 
regales his drinking buddies with tales of romantic 
woe. He’s easily bewitched, Hoffmann is. He falls 
for an automaton, among other bad choices. Maybe 
it’s the mad inventors or the voice from the dead 
that make him so crazy. Offenbach’s music, on the 
other hand? Crazy beautiful, a tour-de-force.

Music by Jacques Offenbach

Libretto by Jules Barbier after the play by Barbier and Michel Carré; 
based on the stories of E.T.A. Hoffmann

Co-production with Opera Theatre of St. Louis

Sung in French with projected English translation

Hoffmann  |  Gerard Powers, tenor 

Olympia, Antonia, Giulietta, Stella  |  Georgia Jarman, soprano*

Nicklausse, The Muse  |  Michèle Losier, mezzo-soprano*

Lindorf, Coppélius, Dr. Miracle, Dapertutto  |  Gaetan Laperriere, baritone

Conductor  |  Keith Lockhart

Stage Director  |  Renaud Doucet

Set and Costume Designer  |  André Barbe

*BLO debut

The Shubert Theatre, 265 Tremont Street in Boston’s Theatre District

Evening performances at 7:30pm, Sunday matinees at 3:00pm

The Calderwood Charitable Foundation 

Principal Production Co-Sponsor

The French Library Alliance Française of Boston 

Cultural Partner

(617)542-6772   WWW.BLO.ORG

The Tales of Hoffmann



RUSALKA

MARCH 20,  22 ,  25 ,  27,  29,  31 ,  2009

Rusalka, a water sprite, falls in love with a human 
prince and strikes an impossible bargain to enter 
his world. But this is no Disney mermaid. Dark 
consequences � ood Dvo�rák’s moonlit fairy tale, 
along with music of acute longing, hope and 
disillusionment. Rusalka’s Song to the Moon just 
might break your heart.

Music by Antonín Dvo�rák

Libretto by Jaroslav Kvapil after Friedrich de la Motte Fouqué’s Undine

Co-production with Minnesota Opera

Sung in Czech with projected English translation

Rusalka   |  Marquita Lister, soprano

The Prince  |  Bryan Hymel, tenor*

Vodník  |  John Cheek, bass

Ježibaba  |  Nancy Maultsby, mezzo-soprano

Conductor  |  Ari Pelto

Stage Director  |  Eric Simonson*

Set Designer  |  Erhard Rom

Costume Designer  |  Kärin Kopischke*

Lighting Designer  |  Robert Wierzel

Projections Designer  |  Wendell K. Harrington*

*BLO debut

The Shubert Theatre, 265 Tremont Street in Boston’s Theatre District

Evening performances at 7:30pm, Sunday matinees at 3:00pm

(617)542-6772   WWW.BLO.ORG







APRIL  24 ,  26 ,  29,  MAY 1 ,  3 ,  5 ,  2009

Deception! Betrayal! Murder! A little black book 
the size of the Oxford English Dictionary! Can 
nothing stop Don Giovanni and his weapons of 
mass seduction? Mozart’s score hits the ground 
running and sweeps you along with it, right up 
to the � ery, supernatural end. Terri� c roles, 
astonishing music—one of the best operas ever 
written. Come and be seduced!

Music by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, K. V. 527

Libretto by Lorenzo da Ponte, after Giovanni Bertati’s libretto for 
Giuseppe Gazzaniga’s 1787 opera

Sung in Italian with projected English translation

Don Giovanni  |  Christopher Schaldenbrand, baritone*

Donna Anna  |  Susanna Phillips, soprano*

Donna Elvira  |  Kimwana Doner, soprano

Leporello  |  Matthew Burns, bass-baritone

Zerlina  |  Joanna Mongiardo, soprano*

Commendatore  |  Ulysses Thomas, bass-baritone*

Conductor  |  Anthony Barrese*

*BLO debut

The Shubert Theatre, 265 Tremont Street in Boston’s Theatre District
Evening performances at 7:30pm, Sunday matinees at 3:00pm

(617)542-6772   WWW.BLO.ORG

DON GIOVANNI



AUDIENCE SERVICES | M…F, 10…5, (617)542-6772 | BOXOFFICE@BLO.ORG

A Dress Circle subscription gives 
you a VIP Pass for the entire season. 
Lock in the best seats in the house, 
center orchestra, and get fabulous 
services and opportunities not 
available to the general public. 
For a $750 contribution per seat, 
in addition to the subscription 
price, you’ll get exclusive bene� ts 
that include:

CENTER ORCHESTRA SEATING

These coveted seats are reserved 
for Dress Circle patrons. See the 
seating chart on the order form: 
you’re right in the middle of the 
opera experience.

DRESS CIRCLE 
SERVICES HOTLINE

Exchange your seats, purchase 
additional tickets, or buy a new 
subscription with convenient and 
personalized service, exclusively 
for Dress Circle patrons.

 BACKSTAGE ACCESS

Experience the excitement behind 
the scenes before the curtain goes 
up. Dress Circle patrons are invited 
backstage on a private tour prior 
to performances.

 DRESS CIRCLE 
REHEARSAL NIGHTS

Here’s the ultimate behind-the-
scenes opportunity: Dress Circle 
patrons (and your guests!) are 
invited to a closed rehearsal prior 
to each production, including a 
pre-rehearsal reception.

 PREVIEW THE PRODUCTION

Dress Circle patrons are entitled 
to reserved VIP passes to each 
� nal dress rehearsal. A terri� c 
opportunity to introduce a friend 
to opera!

DRESS CIRCLE 

CAST RECEPTION

Attend the private post-performance 
reception with cast members. 
(Admission included in Opening 
Night Dress Circle Subscription.)

WHY WAIT TO JOIN THE 
DRESS CIRCLE? 

CALL DRESS CIRCLE 
SERVICES AT (617) 542-4912 
EXT. 251 TODAY!

ENJOY THE ADVANTAGES 
OF A SUBSCRIPTION!

GET THE BEST SEATS IN THE HOUSE AND 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE IN THE DRESS CIRCLE!
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To get season tickets to Boston 
Lyric Opera, order a subscription 
on the form to the right or online 
at www.blo.org/subscribe. Orders 
for new subscriptions will be taken 
starting May 1, 2008. BLO sends a 
con� rmation postcard once your 
order is processed. Seating begins 
in summer 2008 on a � rst-come, 
� rst-served basis and you receive 
your fully paid tickets in September.

SUBSCRIPTION BENEFITS 
INCLUDE:

•  Discount over the cost of 
individual tickets

•  Ticket exchange privileges

•  Ticket replacement for lost tickets

•  Single ticket priority notice (before 
the general public)

•  Seating upgrades (pending 
availability)

•  Invitations to BLO’s special events

•  Three nights out lined up and ready 
for you to enjoy!

GROUP TICKETS

Groups of ten or more receive a 15% 
discount on subscription packages 
and a 10% discount on single tickets. 
Group subscription packages go 
on sale May 1, 2008; group single 
tickets go on sale September 2, 
2008. Call (617)542-6772.

SINGLE TICKETS

Subscribers may purchase 
additional tickets through BLO’s 
Audience Services Of� ce at 
(617)542-6772 beginning August 1, 
2008 and throughout the season. 
Single tickets for the public go 
on sale on October 1, 2008 and 
are available at (866)348-9738, 
www.citicenter.org or in person 
at The Citi Performing Arts Center 
Box Of� ce, 270 Tremont Street, 
Boston, Monday–Saturday, 
10am–6pm.


